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PRESS RELEASE

Of the 17th Extended Board of Directors and General Assembly Meetings of the
International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD)

On 3 March 2019, the 17th Extended Board of Directors and General Assembly Meetings of the
International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD) were held in Istanbul
(Turkey).

The event was attended by the counselor of the President of the Republic of Turkey Mr. Ibrahim
Kalin, distinguished guests from countries represented in the International Foundation, UNDP
Turkey Hub representative Ms. Ekaterina Paniklova, representatives of influential international

organizations, non-governmental organizations, as well as the media.

The Board of Directors and General Assembly Meetings were chaired by the President of the
International Foundation, Mr. Dimitar Kostov, Ph.D., who made a speech on the activities of the
International Foundation over the past period, and shared his vision regarding the future
development of the organization. In his report, the IFSPD President noted that 2018 was
successful and fruitful for our international organization; IFSPD organized and participated in
many conferences, such as The International Conference in Honor of the Centenary of the
Legendary Nelson Mandela, Conference on Eurasian Economic Relations, VII International
Innovation and Industrial Forum: Technological Breakthrough, International Conference on
Conflict Resolution, International Forum Russian-Turkic World: Responding to Global

Challenges, International Conference: European Identity and others.

In addition, Mr. Kostov, Ph.D. emphasized that the International Foundation conducted a
number of scientific studies in 2018, such as The Development of Information Technology and its
Influence on Sustainable Development, Multiculturalism as a Necessary Element for the Cultural
Component of the Project One Belt, One Road, Abuse of the Principle of Self-Determination of Peoples

and the Reaction of the International Community, Conflict Resolution.

The IFSPD President also noted that the leadership and members of our organization have

successfully implemented around 100 strategic research projects within a span of 10 years.
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In the previous year, IFSPD provided assistance to families and young talents in need, as well as

humanitarian help to refugees.

During the Board of Directors Meeting, individuals and legal entities from different countries

were adopted by voting as new fully-fledged IFSPD members.

Research projects, which were proposed for implementation aiming at promoting peace,
security and sustainable development were discussed at the Meetings, along with IFSPD topical
development issues. During the Meetings, it was also decided to continue paying particular
attention to the implementation of research projects, as one of the main activities of this think
tank; to attract experienced international experts, consultants and specialists to IFSPD strategic
research; and to train and improve experts from countries represented in the International

Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development.

The members of the International Foundation made speeches on issues in the field of peace,
dialogue, education, science, humanitarian aid, innovation, issues of the quality expansion of

the Foundation, the activities of its branches, etc.

The Meetings were successfully concluded, and the Istanbul Declaration on Peace, Security and

New Threats and Challenges was adopted.

On 4 March 2019, the IFSPD held a gala dinner in honor of the organization’s tenth anniversary,
which began with an introductory speech by one of the founders of the International
Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD), Mr. Chingiz Abdullayev, Ph.D.In
his speech, he spoke about the reasons for the creation, the path of the development,
strengthening, achievements and accomplishments of the Foundation over the past 10 years. At
the end, he congratulated all of those who were present at the 10th anniversary, and thanked
everyone for their active participation and contribution to the organization’s work. At the
opening of the Gala dinner the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey Mr. Yavuz Selim
Kiran also made his speech.

As part of this event, IFSPD Jubilee awards were granted to the founders, distinguished
members, and partners of the Foundation for their special contribution to the organization’s

activities.
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